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The Following guidance is taken directly from the Church Buildings Council from the revised 

Faculty Jurisdiction Rules 2015 and came into effect from 1st January 2016 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Further Information 

 

Any assistance required with these guidelines or any help in specific circumstances can be 

obtained by contacting the following: 

 

Mr F J R Stephenson     Mr Jonathan Pickett 

DAC Landscape and Planting Adviser  DAC Secretary 

01949 21133                 01636 817210 

stephensonfjr@gmail.com                jonathan-dac@southwell.anglican.org 

Jubilee House, Westgate, Southwell, 

Nottinghamshire NG25 0JH 
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Appendix I 

 

Guidance on Tree Inspections 

 

1 Trees are best inspected locally in both Summer (when the foliage is a good indicator 

of health) and in Winter when cavities in the trunk or upper branches can be identified.  Fungal 

fruit bodies should be looked for on both occasions and are most often evident in the Autumn.   

The tree should also be looked at after severe weather or storms when branches may be 

broken or the ground loosened by the tree’s root plate. 

 

Identification 

 

2 Ideally the trees should be numbered, identified by species, and the height and girth 

recorded.  An estimate of the age is also useful.  A sketch plan of the churchyard would be 

advisable on which to plot the positions for future reference. 

 

Tree Preservation Orders/Conservation Areas 

 

3 It is important to record whether specific trees in the churchyard are affected by Tree 

Preservation Orders or are within a Conservation Area as permission from the local authority 

may be required before pruning or felling. 

 

Condition 

 

4 Trees should have healthy leaves and little daylight should be seen through them from 

the ground.  Note dead or wilted branches – especially the topmost branches of the tree.  At 

the same time look for old wounds where a branch has broken or been removed in the past, 

checking the trunk for dead bark, slime, fungal bodies, cracks or cavities. 

 

Tree Position 

 

5 Is the tree growing clear of buildings, walls or the highway?  Are the branches likely to 

interfere with overhead cables or the roots likely to interfere with underground services or 

drains?  Are the branches and roots interfering (or likely to interfere) with neighbouring 

properties?  Has there been recent disturbance of the root area by altering the soil level or 

depositing soil or a compost heap over them? 

 

Action Recommended 

 

6 Where you are concerned that there is a problem, record this and seek professional 

advice.  Certain minor works may be carried out such as clearing hanging broken branches or 

pruning and shaping young trees. 

 

  



Appendix II 

 

Advice on the Choice of Trees for Planting in Churchyards 

 

[The following notes are for guidance only and do not replace the need for professional 

advice.] 

 

Important Questions 

 

1 When considering the replacement of a tree or new planting it is worth bearing in mind 

the following points: 

 

• Are there enough trees in the churchyard at present?  Or are there already too many 

trees making parts of the churchyard overcast? 

• What will existing trees and the proposed new ones look like in 20, 50, 100 years time?  

Should new trees be planted now, or in the future, to replace existing trees which may 

disappear? 

• How will the tree look when it is fully grown?  Will it be too close to the church or the 

church boundary or adjoining property?  Will it harm memorials? 

• If the tree needs to be felled, will it be safe to do so?  Will the tree provide cover for a 

would-be thief or vandal? 

• What damage/nuisance will the leaves cause?  Will the tree prevent light from 

penetrating to the inside of church? 

• Is the tree to be part of the churchyard set aside as a nature conservation area?  What 

are the long term intentions for the churchyard?  Possible car parking, church 

extensions, memorial gardens etc need to be considered. 

 

Planting 

 

2 Care should be taken over the planting of trees and expert advice sought if in any 

doubt.  In general, the following planting instructions should be followed: 

 

• A deep hole is essential and therefore there is an important need to be aware of 

possible archaeological implications. 

• The hole should contain a handful of bonemeal and some compost before the tree is 

planted. 

• A substantial stake should go in first and the tree and the hole gently back-filled with 

good soil and all stamped down firmly. 

• The tree should be tied to the stake which should reach one third of the way up the 

trunk or 610-760mm (24”-30”) from the ground. 

• A flexible tie should be used to allow the tree trunk to expand. 

• A ‘rabbit guard’ should be fixed to give the tree chance to grow without hindrance. 

• Newly planted trees or shrubs should be checked regularly and given adequate water, 

particularly in the first growing season. 

 

Choosing the Species 

 

3 The churchyard may also be a haven and sanctuary for insects, birds and mammals, 

plants and trees, lichen and fungi.  The survival of many of these is threatened in the 

surrounding countryside and the churchyard may become an oasis and paradise for wild 

creatures, as well as a place for quiet reflection for parishioners and visitors. 



4 Care needs to be taken and advice sought when planning and selecting trees and 

plants in order to protect the delicate balance of maintenance, preservation and presentation 

of a well cared for churchyard.  It is therefore important to select the right tree to blend in with 

the church and enhance its surroundings by complimenting other trees or features in the 

churchyard. 

 

5 To this end it is good to have a mixture of deciduous and evergreen trees, hedges and 

shrubs.  The following list is by no means exhaustive, but may be helpful. 

 
[Note: Individual tree species have differing requirements of light and shade, soil, moisture or dryness, 

shelter or exposure to sun and purity of air.  The suggested heights of trees listed below are for species 

grown under average conditions.] 

S – small 15-30ft     M – medium 35-50ft   L – large over 60ft 

 

Deciduous Trees 

S  Amelanchier lamarkii   Snowy Mespilus 

S  Acer campestre   Field Maple 

S  Acer griseum    Paperbark Maple 

S  Acer palmatum vars   Japanese Maple 

S  Carpinus betulus   Hornbeam 

S  Crataegus oxyacantha vars  Hawthorn 

S  Ilex cultivars    Holly 

S  Malus tschonowskii   Crap Apple 

S  Morus alba    White Mulberry 

S  Morus rubra    Black Mulberry 

S  Prunus nigra    Purple leaved Plum 

S  Sorbus aucuparia   Rowan 

M  Acer platanoides   Norway Maple 

M  Betula pendula   Silver Birch 

M  Betula jacquemontii   White Birch 

M  Prunus cvs    Flowering Cherry 

M  Quercus robur    Pedunculate Oak 

M  Sorbus aria lutescens   Whitebeam 

M  Tilia cordata    Small leaved Lime 

L  Aesculus hippocastanum  Horse Chestnut 

L  Fagus sylvatica   Beech 

 

Evergreen Trees 

M  Pinus sylvestrus   Scots Pine 

M  Quercus ilex    Evergreen Oak 

M  Taxus baccata    English Yew 

M  Taxus fastigiata   Upright Irish Yew 

L  Cedrus atlantica   Atlas Cedar 

L  Cedrus libani    Cedar of Lebanon 

 

Hedging      Plants for Wildlife Preservation 

Beech       Buddleia 

Hawthorn      Cotoneaster 

Hazel       Holly, Laurel 

Holly       Pyracantha, Rosa Rugosa 

          

[Please note: Cupressocyparis Leylandii is not recommended for churchyards] 


